Amelia Earthart Award Presentation Ceremony

Narrator: Reads the CEREMONY PRELUDE:

“We are members of Civil Air Patrol. We stand in the shadow of a long line of American heroes who served as minutemen of the air—Gill Robb Wilson, Hap Arnold, Ben Curry, Tooey Spaatz, and many others who fanned the flame of volunteer service to our nation.

Membership in Civil Air Patrol demands dedication to the principles of freedom and aggressive action to sustain our nation’s aerospace supremacy. We do still more. We assist in providing emergency services, we foster the development of aerospace education, and we are the foundation of the Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program. We dedicate ourselves to the sustenance of aerospace power. We dedicate ourselves to the principles of leadership, and we set an example for all Americans to follow in a world dominated by air and space vehicles. We dedicate ourselves to the continued progress of our community, state, and nation.”

Chaplain: Optional Invocation-

“Almighty God, 

stretch forth your mighty arm 

to strengthen and protect all those with us tonight,

our squadron members, guests, families, 

and especially those that are to be honored this evening: 

grant that, meeting obstacles with courage 

and all occasions with discipline and integrity, 

they may truly fulfill our call to service 

and our commitment to our nation’s future; 

to uphold your holy name,

Amen.”

Narrator: Reads the following Earhart Achievement Eulogy:

“The resonance of history is neither in the keening of the crowd nor in the thunder of conquerors, but in the heartbeats of the handful who skirmish in the unknown beyond security. The medium of their adventure is varied, but they are one in challenging the limitations imposed by ignorance and fear. This handful may be idolized or ignored, crowned or crucified, but only in the perspective of time can they be measured. 

To the evolution of man came, in due course, the crude tools of first flight, and the hitherto sanctuary of the gods became available to men. Into this world of flight strode a long-legged girl from Atchinson, Kansas. Asking no advantage, she mastered the skills of the airman and began to duplicate the feats of established heroes. The islands of the North Atlantic and wide Pacific were her constant checkpoints. 

A scant ten years were hers before she disappeared forever in the reaches of the Pacific, her globe-girdling objective almost within grasp. In that decade she reminded us that life is not a span of time but of spirit. Other women had flown before Amelia, as they have since; however, it was hers to serve at a time when flying was spanning a chasm of grim skepticism and a realization of a new freedom.

Her love, care, and concern for the mastery of the airman’s lore stands as a monument to her professional romance with the wings of flight. She belongs in the hearts and memories of all Americans and yet in a special sense she belongs to the airmen. During her life she gave and received the same open-handed comradeship that airmen give one another. She missed the big moment of a first-class pilot- to retire alive. Through her feats and passing she gave us the right and the example to carry the crusade into this third dimension- the abode of the gods. Amelia Earhart will be remembered and loved.”

Narrator: Ask cadet(s) to be awarded the Earhart Achievement to come forward. Once they have reported in, ask them to face the formation/assembly, and stand at attention.

Narrator: Reads the following Cadet Introduction:

NOTE: MODIFY THE FOLLOWING TO ACCOMADATE THE NUMBER OF CADETS

“The Civil Air Patrol cadet(s) standing before you is(are) to be honored for attaining significant achievement in the CAP Cadet Program.

We may reasonably ask what they have accomplished to be recognized in the name of Amelia Earhart, the tousled-headed girl who etched aviation history across the skies of the North Atlantic and the blue Pacific. The answer is complex. These fledglings have completed four achievements in Phase III of the Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program. They have mastered a comprehensive program of instruction in aerospace education. They have developed increasingly complex leadership skills in rigorous leadership laboratories on the squadron level and other activities through the Cadet Training and Education Program. They have maintained commendable examples of moral leadership in their daily lives, and have attained high standards of individual performance in a dynamic physical fitness program. Insert cadet(s) achievements here).”

Chaplain: Optional Benediction-

“Somewhere a fin on a lazy sea

And a broken prop on a coral key;

Somewhere a dawn whose morning star

Must etch dim light on a broken spar;

Somewhere a twilight that cannot go

Till it kisses the surf with afterglow;

But here, only silence and weary eyes

And an empty hangar and empty skies.

Somewhere the toss of a tousled head

In the street of the angels overhead;

Somewhere a smile that would never fade

As the score reversed in the game she played;

Somewhere a spirit whose course held true

To do the thing that it wished to do;

But here, only silence and weary eyes

And an empty hangar and empty skies.”

Author: Gill Robb Wilson

Narrator: Introduce any distinguished guests, and invite them to present the cadet with the new grade insignia. New insignia may be placed onto the already existing epaulets, or epaulets bearing the new insignia may be slipped on in place of the already worn epaulets. Certificates should also be presented at this time. 

Once the cadet has received his or her insignia, they will render a salute; once it is returned, the cadet will return to their post.

