CTEP NCOA Lesson Plan:  CAP History

Objective:  To give the cadets an understanding about the founding of CAP and 

why it was formed.  The below information will be taught in a role playing scenario, giving the cadets a memorable method of learning CAP history. 

From 1938-1941, "aviation enthusiasts" were acutely aware that the axis powers were conquering much of the world and would inevitably attack the U.S.  These pilots knew that (1) the nation's air power was too weak and needed to be strengthened before conflict which means that they needed ALL available pilots and they needed many warplanes that were made only in the factories, and (2) civil aviation would cease due to the war time efforts made by everyone in the U.S. (meaning their favorite hobby would cease).

Gill Robb Wilson, backed by General “Hap” Arnold, made the first push for an organized civil air organization.  With the Civil Aeronautics Authority in league as well, Wilson proposed a "patrol" to use small planes for liaison work as well as for patrolling coasts and vital infrastructure areas, namely dams, aqueducts, pipelines, etc. to guard against sabotage. Without the protection of these areas by the patrol the U.S. would have to send much needed military support right here in America instead of in Europe to stop the Axis powers.

On December 1st, 1941 Fiorello LaGuardia, the Director of Civilian Defense, signed the formal order founding Civil Air Patrol under the Office of Civilian Defense.  The first national commander, Major John F. Curry, led CAP into its various important war missions:

Coastal Patrol



Search and Rescue

Border Patrol



Cargo and Courier flying

Target Towing



Flying blood for the Red Cross

Pilot Training



"Wolf Patrol" (Wildlife monitoring)

In all, CAP flew a half-million hours during World War II and sixty-four CAP aviators lost their lives.

By 1942 CAP had developed a program to allow cadets to assist with operational tasks as well as to begin training to become licensed pilots for either CAP or military service.  Six months later, CAP had over 20,000 cadets dedicating time and effort to the program.

Because of CAP's exceptional service, the War Department realized the advantages of making CAP an auxiliary of the Army Air Forces.  Because of this, the command jurisdiction was transferred from the Office of Civilian Defense to the War Department on the 29th of April 1943.  

CAP's war record impressed the nation as they flew 500,000 hours of missions and sunk at least two submarines as well as saving countless aircraft crash survivors and survivors of sea disasters by guiding rescue workers to the area.  CAP members also volunteered thousands of non-flying hours training cadets as well as using their own money to support the program.

Perhaps the most significant tribute came indirectly from one of Hitler's high-ranking naval officers.  While under interrogation by U.S. Intelligence men after Germany's surrender, the German officer begrudgingly gave the compliment.  The officer was asked why the U-boat wolf packs had abruptly been withdrawn from America's coasts in 1943.  His reply was, "It was because of those damned little red and yellow planes!"

After the war, CAP's future seemed uncertain, as its purpose seemed dissolved and the Army Air Force's budget had been cut, forcing them to withdraw all monetary support from CAP.  In January of 1946, Hap Arnold held a meeting to discuss the feasibility of a post-war CAP.  A plan for incorporation grew from this meeting.  President Truman signed Public Law 476, which incorporated the Civil Air Patrol to provide an organization to encourage and aid American citizens in the contributions of their efforts, services, and resources in the development of aviation and in the maintenance of air supremacy; and to provide aviation education and training and encourage and foster civil aviation in local communities.

Finally, on 26 May, 1948, Public Law 557 was passed and the Civil Air Patrol became the official auxiliary of the United States Air Force.

Summary:  CAP was started to patrol along the coast and vital civilian structures defending them against sabotage.  Along the coast their mission was to find and report in enemy submarines, sometimes trying to sink them as well.

