Special Topics in Officership
Synopsis:  This is a ninety minute guided discussion consisting of three parts.  Normally, each part will include a written passage as a means of focus.  The discussion is meant to encourage critical thinking and healthy debate about issues which concern the cadet as a citizen of the United States and as an officer and leader in the Air Force Auxiliary.

“Rational minds question authority.”

-Unknown

Part A:  Professional Education
A continuous effort to improve the Cadet Program through education and discussion is vital in ensuring the relevance of our training.  Topics in this category may include anything relating to the Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program, including recruiting, retention, training, etc.  

Part B:  Studies in Leadership
History repeats itself.  Thus, studies in classical or historical leadership provide a basis of experience in contemporary problem recognition and conflict resolution.  Topics in this category may include passages from any written work of historical nature that concerns leadership.

Part C:  Current Event
Being informed is part of being a leader.  In addition, it is the duty of any democratic society to question and understand the actions of its governing body.  Current events must be explored to adequately understand the world around us.
Guidelines for Discussion:
1. Cadets should be seated in a fashion which allows everyone to see everyone else.

2. No senior members may participate and it is preferred that they not be present at the time of the discussion.

3. Discussion will proceed in a clockwise fashion.  Those who wish to speak more than once should raise their hands after all other cadets have spoken.

4. Thirty minutes are allowed for each segment.

5. Once a segment is finished, debate on that segment will cease.

6. The moderator must maintain order, but may not control or dominate the discussion.

7. Cadets may be barred from discussion if the moderator feels that they are posing an unfair hindrance to others. 

